
WELCOME TO WORSHIP!

 

The Savior’s Sermon:
Trust in God’s Strength
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
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St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI

January 29, 2023

Welcome To Worship
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. We are happy you are here. 
Please fill out a Connect Card to let us know how we might continue to serve you.
It’s encouraging to see parents bring their families to worship the Lord. If your child becomes 
restless, you can use the Family Room to calm them. Quiet bags and children’s bulletins are also 
available to keep little ones busy. Restrooms are located in the hallways along either side of the 
worship space. For those with special needs, large print copies of the service folder and listening 
devices are available from the ushers. One of our ushers can help you find the restrooms or 
family room and answer any other questions.

Service Notes For This Service
Jesus begins the Sermon on the Mount with a series of blessings. “Blessed are…” 
Jesus says, again and again. In the Latin Vulgate, these all begin with the word 
“beati” which translates as “blessed” or “happy.” Thus, this portion of the 
sermon is often called “The Beatitudes.” It had to give Jesus’ listeners pause. 
For what Jesus calls blessed, the world never would. The world praises the 

strong and the self-sufficient. Jesus calls blessed what others would see as weak or stupid. But, 
like any good preacher, Jesus is trying to drive home one crucial point. The weaker you are, the 
more ready you are to rely on God’s strength. The more difficult your present circumstances, 
the likelier you are to yearn for future reward. 

All the readings for today teach this truth. We have no real strength or wisdom of our own. But 
we don’t need it. Because God’s strength is enough to give the kingdom of heaven to the humble 
and poor in spirit.

Acknowledgements
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The Service: Setting Two
Setting Two begins on page 172 of the hymnal

Welcome

Hymn 562 Jesus Paid It All

Stand

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession
Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered.
Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them.
 
Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Almighty and merciful Father, 
        we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep.
    We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts. 
    We have offended you and sinned against your holy law. 
    We have done those things that we should not have done, 
        and we have not done those things that we should have done. 
    Have mercy on us, Lord! 
        Spare us, forgive us, and restore us, 
        according to your promises in Christ Jesus.

Silence for meditation and reflection

God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to be our 
Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on the cross and freed 
us from death by his resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God now and forever.
Amen.
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Lord, Have Mercy CW 174

Tune: Marty Haugen.  © 1984, 1985 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903
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Glory to God in the Highest CW 176
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Tune: Marty Haugen  © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

10:30 - Installation of Leadership Councilmen

The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray. Lord God, look with mercy on our weaknesses, and in all our dangers and needs 
stretch out the right hand of your majesty to help and defend us; through your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Be seated
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First Reading Zephaniah 2:3; 3:11–13
Those who humbly trust in the LORD’s strength rather than their own will not be put to shame.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm of the Day 1B How Truly Blest Are They

5 How will they bear to stand before that judgment seat
where all the saints at Christ’s right hand in full assembly meet?

6 God knows and he approves the way the righteous go,
but sinners and their works shall meet a dreadful overthrow.

Text: Isaac Watts, alt. Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, Geneva, 1551, alt. Text and tune: Public domain

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 1:26–31
God’s strength is made perfect in weakness.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
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Gospel Acclamation Matthew 5:3

Pastor sings: 
Blessed are the poor in / spirit, 
for theirs is the kingdom of / heaven.
 
Refrain
Tune: © 2010 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

Gospel Matthew 5:1–12
Jesus teaches the Beatitudes, which show the outcome of a life that trusts in God’s strength.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated

Children's Message

Hymn of the Day 691 Awake, O Sleeper, Rise and See

Sermon God Chooses the Weak

Stand

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From 
there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Be seated
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Connect Card
Please take a moment now to fill out a Connect Card.

8:00 - Installation of Leadership Councilmen

Prayer of the Church
Beloved Son of the Father, revered by the Magi, baptized by John, you came preaching and 
teaching, healing and comforting, forgiving and encouraging:
You brought the light of life to those walking in darkness, and the joy of salvation to 
those doomed to death.

Prince of peace, shine like a beacon for us and the people of our world. Let the good news of 
salvation be heard in the remotest corners of the earth. Open our own lips to speak your name 
to those around us who still live without faith or hope:
Arouse us and our missionaries to flood the world with the light of your gospel.

Lord of the Church, let your peace rule our hearts that we may use our gifts to serve you and 
each other in willing gratitude and joy. Watch over our loved ones near and far, that they may 
remember your love and rejoice in your salvation. Strengthen the faith of the sick and the 
disheartened. Give hope to those in despair and comfort those who mourn.
Be gracious to all and lead us to reflect your love in everything we say and do.

Special prayers and intercessions

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.

Silent prayer

Finally, bring us and all your believers to the heavenly home where we will stand in the full 
light of your glory and with all your saints and angels sing the everlasting song of triumph.
Amen.

Offering
Moved by God’s love in Christ, we offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of 
thanks to him.  If the gospel message has moved you to give and you would like an 
electronic option, you can scan this QR code with your mobile phone.  It will 
connect you with our website’s giving page.

Musical Offering 

Hymn 813 He Will Hold Me Fast
Join to sing beginning with the second verse.

Stand
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Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so hear them, 
read, learn, and take them to heart that, being strengthened and comforted by your holy 
Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done   
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

Be seated

Hymn 563 My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less

Installation of Leadership Councilmen

Dear friends, in Holy Baptism, our Lord Jesus Christ set you free from sin and death and made 
you members of his body, the church. Through Word and sacrament, the Holy Spirit has 
nurtured your faith and increased your love.

You have now been appointed to serve our Lord on behalf of this congregation. The Lord has 
entrusted you with responsibilities that you are to carry out according to his Word. St. Paul 
wrote concerning service in the church: “We have different gifts, according to the grace given 
to each of us. If your gift is prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your faith; if it is 
serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; if it is to encourage, then give encouragement; 
if it is giving, then give generously; if it is to lead, do it diligently; if it is to show mercy, do it 
cheerfully.”

St. Paul spoke to all who serve the Savior: “It is required that those who have been given a trust 
must prove faithful.” The Lord has promised to be with you and give you the gifts you will 
need to carry out the work entrusted to you. As servants of Jesus Christ and workers in this 
congregation, you are to set aside time for study of the Scriptures so that you may grow in the 
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grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. You are to strive to be an example of Christian 
faith and life so that others may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.

So that the congregation may be assured of your willingness to serve, I ask you in the presence 
of God and this congregation:

Will you diligently and faithfully carry out the work entrusted to you, according to the ability 
which God gives you? If so, answer: I will, and I ask God to help me.

I will, and I ask God to help me.

Installation
I install you as elected leaders at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in the name of the Father and of 
the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Kent Schroeder – President
Fred Camacho – Vice President
Chris Jardine – Secretary
Kevin Meister – Treasurer
Mike Anderson – Financial Secretary
Rich Herrmann – Board of Elders Chair
Vacant – Board of Outreach Chair
Vacant – Board of Family Ministry Chair
Seth Kroells – Board of Fellowship Chair
Chris Williams – Board of Worship Chair
Tom Peronto – Board of Lutheran Education Chair
Larry Wesenberg – Board of Properties Chair

The Lord pour out on you his Holy Spirit for the work you have been called to do that you may 
faithfully carry out all your duties and responsibilities with the Word of God as your 
confidence and guide.

The minister speaks to the congregation:
Brothers and sisters in Christ, I urge you to regard these fellow believers as servants of Jesus 
Christ and God’s gifts to his church. Pray for them and support them in their service so that 
believers may be strengthened in faith and many others may come to know the Savior and the 
eternal hope he gives.

The minister says to those being installed:
The Lord bless you and make your service a blessing to others.

Those being installed may return to their places as the minister says:
We sincerely thank those who in the past year(s) have served the Lord and his people with 
their time and abilities, especially Todd Ferkey as the Board of Outreach Chair. May the Lord 
graciously bless you and those you have served.
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Take Home Questions

1.    List as many things as you can that the world uses as measurements of success. In what 
ways does God turn those markers on their heads? You can use verses from today’s 
readings or others throughout Scripture.

2.    Read 1 Corinthians 1 and 2 this week. They have incredible value for us still today. As you 
read, write down any questions that come up about the verses. Once you’re finished, 
discuss your questions with a trusted Christian. You could even reach out to one of your 
pastors to discuss them.

3.    Some might think that God wants us to be fatalistic or defeatist—“We shouldn’t talk about 
our strengths or abilities because that would be boasting in ourselves and not in the Lord! 
In fact, the Christian should be a weak, humble, lowly doormat for others.” How would 
you respond to someone who says that?

4.    Psalm 1 speaks about the importance of God’s Word in the life of the Christian. Connect 
the importance of staying in God’s Word on a regular basis to the theme of the worship 
service and sermon.
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News & Announcements

This Sunday’s Bible Study:
More Q & A on Transgenderism
Join us in the cafeteria from 9:15 to 10:15 AM
For the google meet link, contact a pastor.

Call Meeting Scheduled Feb. 6 | 6:00 PM

At the open forum we held concerning our school, it became obvious that more clarity is needed 
on a number of things and that another open forum is needed to see and discuss that clarified 
information. It may take some time to gather the necessary information, so we are not yet setting 
a date for this next open forum. However, please know that another discussion about the school 
will be taking place in the near future, likely on a Sunday afternoon, in the hopes that more 
members of St. Paul's who currently have children in the school can attend. One thing that we 
can be certain about: we will hold a call meeting on Monday, February 6 at 6:00 pm. At that 
meeting, we will issue calls for both a Principal and a 1st-2nd grade teacher. Yes, we will issue 
two calls due to the fact that John Melso, who currently serves in both positions, does not view 
himself as the long-term solution for either call. Please direct any questions about the open 
forum or calling process to Kent Schroeder or Pastor Proeber. 

Volunteers Needed for Teachers’ Conference Feb. 15-17

St. Paul’s is hosting the Western Wisconsin District Teachers Conference on 
February 16-17.  Approximately 250 teachers will be in attendance. We are in 
need of volunteers for set up on Wednesday and take down on Friday. 
Sign up at the Ministry Table in the Welcome Center or email John Melso at 
principal@stpaulswr.org.  The days and times we need help are as follows: Set 

Up on Wednesday, Feb. 15 at 9:00 am until finished.  Work includes setting up tables and chairs, 
cleaning hallways, putting up signage, decorating and covering tables. Take Down on Friday, 
Feb. 17 at 2:00 pm until finished.  Work includes taking down tables and chairs, emptying trash 
containers, and cleaning floors.  

Be Included in Our Church Directory
We are putting together an online church directory, and your photo is needed. 
Go to InstantChurchDirectory.com, click on Member Sign In, and create a login. 
The website will only allow access to people whose email addresses are listed in 
the information submitted by the church, so if you are having difficulty please 
contact the office. If you do not use email, please submit a physical photo to the 
office, and we will upload it for you. See more details in the monthly newsletter.  
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Little Lambs Before/After School Care Help Needed
We are looking to fill some paid and/or volunteer positions in our before- and after-school care. 
We can be very flexible and will look for a commitment of only a month at a time. You can 
commit to as little as one time slot a week. These are the days and hours that help is needed: 
Monday-Friday 7:00-8:30 am; Monday & Thursday 3:15-4:30 pm; and Tuesday & Wednesday 3:15-
4:15 pm. Duties include welcoming families, supervising activities, reading books, puzzles, clean-
up, helping children pack up, and, in the afternoon, supervising gym or outdoor play.  You will 
be partnered with another staff member, so you will not be on your own.  Please let Carole Melso 
or Kellie Jensen for more information at littlelambs@stpaulswr.org  or 715-421-3634 ext. 1119. We 
would appreciate your help!

Drive a Van for Students 
We usually need drivers for two vans to transport our students to Northland Lutheran High 
School, but often scramble to find those two drivers.  We are asking you, on occasion, to consider 
driving a van from St. Paul’s to Northland.  You only need a good driving record and to pass a 
physical (which Northland will pay for).  You can drive mornings and/or evenings as often or as 
little as fits your schedule. Please call Principal Ryan Wiechmann at 715-297-4427 if you can serve 
the Lord in this way. Thank you!

Help St. Paul’s or NLHS Win Free Shipping on Scrip
Every scrip order you place between now and January 31 will earn our school (either St. Paul’s or 
NLHS) an entry into a drawing for free shipping on scrip orders for the remainder of 2023. The 
value of the prize is up to $737, which can then be up to use by the school. Physical cards, ecards, 
and reloads all considered qualifying orders, so shop often!

Summer Camp Registration Opens on Wednesday
Registration for Summer Camp at Camp Phillip in Wautoma opens this Wednesday, Feb. 1 at 
noon. There are camps available for students in Kindergarten through 8th grade including 
specialty camps for things like horseback riding, art, and archery. Many of the camps fill before 
the end of February, so you will want to register early. www.campphillip.com/summer-programs

Special Prayers This Week:
 For our Leadership Team
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Calendar January 29 - February 5

Sunday 8:00 AM Worship
9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria 
9:15 AM Catechism Class in the Bible Study Room
9:15 AM Sunday School for 3K thru 6th grade

10:30 AM Worship 

Monday 4:30 PM Choir Practice in the balcony

Tuesday 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center
5:30 PM Men’s Devotional Basketball in the gym

6:30 pm Stephen Ministers Peer Group in the Resource Center
 

Wednesday 8:55 AM School Chapel Service
6:30 PM Bible Book Group in the Resource Center

Thursday 7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop

Saturday 8:30 AM Foundations of the Christian Faith in the Resource Center

Sunday    8:00 AM Worship
9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria 
9:15 AM Catechism Class in the Bible Study Room
9:15 AM Sunday School for 3K thru 6th grade

10:30 AM Worship

Attendance & Offering Report  
Last Week’s Attendance:  245
Anticipated offerings YTD: $ 532,938
Actual offerings YTD:          $ 415,505

Upcoming Events 
Feb. 6 ~ Call Meeting
Feb. 15 ~ Conference Set Up
Feb. 16-17 ~ Teachers’ Conference at St. Paul’s
Feb. 17 ~ Conference Take Down 
Feb. 22 ~ Ash Wednesday
Feb. 25 ~ Kindergarten Roundup 

Seek the LORD,
all you humble 

people

- Zephaniah 2:3
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www.stpaulswr.org

311 14th Ave S | Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495 | 715-421-3634 | churchoffice@stpaulswr.org

Pastor Lucas Proeber  |  989-780-3184  |  pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Peter Plagenz  | 920-689-3036  | pastorplagenz@stpaulswr.org 


